
 

 

 

 

Canaan Township Board of Trustees 

Regular Meeting 

October 15, 2025 

Minutes 

 

Chairman Matthew Carwell called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Roll call showed all trustees 

and the fiscal officer present. Also present was Mt. Gilead Fire Chief Mark Carey, First 

Consolidated Fire Chief Clint Canterbury, and Canaan Township resident Samantha Swope. 

 

The fiscal officer presented the minutes from the September 9, 2025, meeting. Mr. Bayles made 

the motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Levering seconded the motion. Motion passed. 

 

The fiscal officer reported receipts and balances to date in all funds. The bank reconciliation 

report was also presented. Automatic drafts were examined. The Park National and STAR Ohio 

Statements were also distributed. Credit card purchases for September and early October were 

reviewed and the attestation statement signed by Mr. Carwell. Mr. Levering made the motion to 

approve the reports and pay the bills.  Mr. Carwell seconded the motion. Motion passed. 

Communications included:  

 

• September Morrow County Planning and Zoning Report 

 

The roads were checked on Tuesday, October 1, 2025. Mr. Levering reported that the road sign 

at TR 66 and TR 67 was leaning due to being hit again. The trustees plan to replace the sign 

soon. The trustees are still planning to do some berming this fall. The Road Sign Inventory and 

Management form was completed and is on file.  

 

Mr. Bayles and Chief Canterbury both reported some things that are happening within the First 

Consolidated Fire District. Chief Canterbury shared his vision of having a joint training facility 

built on the land currently owned by the department near the SR 95 and SR 98 intersection. 

Recruitment and retention is still a huge challenge for the department. They recently received a 

$15,000 Worker’s Comp. grant to help with turn out gear. It was noted that there will be a 

Culver’s restaurant going in front of Meijer’s and a gas station in front of Menard’s in Marion. 

Also, Graphic Packaging will be constructing a 500,000 square foot warehouse on SR 98 where 

the former River Valley High School and Junior High used be. Both buildings are in the process 

of being torn down. 

 

Mr. Carwell reported for Regional Planning. In September there were 21 zoning permits, 10 lot 

splits, and 8 new house numbers issued.  

 

Chief Canterbury and Chief Carey discussed with the trustees the best way forward in order for 

the 911 Mapping to effectively include Canaan Township. When the mapping for the county was 

completed several years ago, Canaan Township was not included in that map. Since First 

Consolidated has its own taxing district, it didn’t make sense, at that time, to include them in the 

square mile grids. In order to clear up some confusion, they are discussing a better way to break 

the township down into run cards per fire department response areas. The fire contracts with Mt. 

Gilead Fire Department and Iberia Joint Fire District are set to expire at the end of December. It 

was decided to wait until after the November 4th election to discuss renewal of the contract(s). 

Canaan Township has a 3-mil additional (new) fire levy on the ballot to replace the expiring 2.5 

mil levy. 

 

The trustees will be applying for the OPWC Round 40 Grant this year. They plan to apply for a 

grant to pave and widen TR 133. The engineer’s estimate came back at $197,898.80. Of that 

amount the township will apply to have the grant pay 74% and the township will pay 26% of that 

amount. The trustees and fiscal officer will work on gathering the additional information needed 

to complete the grant. The deadline for submission is November 7, 2025. 

 

Mitchell Trucking provided a quote for snowplowing for the 2025/2026 season. Hourly plowing 

will be $74/hour; spreading grit will be $59/hour; cost of grit will be $15/ton; cost of salt/grit 

mix will be $78/ton. Mr. Levering  made a motion to accept the quote from Mitchell Trucking 

for snowplowing for the 2025/2026 season. Mr. Bayles seconded the motion. Motion passed. 

The trustees signed the contract with Mitchell Trucking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The new Cyber Security Policy required by the newly passed HB 96 was discussed. The trustees 

and fiscal officer looked over the sample resolution and policy sent to Prosecutor Wick by the 

OTA. Political Subdivisions are encouraged to adopt a cybersecurity program/policy that is 

tailored to the unique environment/needs of their entity. The compliance timeline for reporting 

incidents and approval of ransomware payments was September 30, 2025. The township met that 

timeline with the resolution passed in September. The compliance for townships to have a policy 

in place is July 1, 2026. However, it was encouraged by Prosecutor Wick to have it sooner than 

that. The trustees and fiscal officer will look over the provided materials and have a policy ready 

for adopting next month. 

 

The trustees decided that for the December meeting they will have the regular monthly meeting 

on Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. There will also be a year-end meeting on Tuesday, 

December 30, 2025, time to be decided at a later date.  

 

The trustees discussed next year’s OTA Convention on February 4-6, 2026, at the Greater 

Columbus Convention Center. Mr. Carwell  made a motion that any expenses incurred to attend 

the convention be paid by the township. Mr. Bayles seconded the motion. Motion passed. 

 

There being no further business to come before the board, Mr. Levering made the motion to 

adjourn.  Mr. Bayles  seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at  

9:40 PM. 

 

 

Trustee: ____________________________    Trustee: _________________________________ 

                   Matthew Carwell, Chairman                              Tyler Levering, Vice Chairman   

 

 

Trustee: ____________________________    Fiscal Officer: ____________________________ 

                    John Bayles                                                       Jill Retterer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Canaan Township Board of Trustees 

Regular Meeting 

October 15, 2025 

Minutes 

September 2025 Receipts: 

Date: Amount: Receipt #: From: For: 

9/10/2025 $75.00  83-2025 David Arnold Township Hall Rental 

9/15/2025 $29.37  84-2025 Morrow Co. Auditor 
2nd half 2025 Manufactured Homes Settlement 

General and Road and Bridge Fund 

9/15/2025 $11.96  85-2025 Morrow Co. Auditor 
2nd half 2025 Manufactured Homes Settlement Fire 

Fund 

9/17/2025 $741.20  86-2025 Morrow Co. Auditor September Local Government Distribution 

9/17/2025 $528.32  87-2025 Morrow Co. Auditor September Local Gov. Dis. Per sec 57 

9/19/2025 $4,366.29  92-2025 State of Ohio 

Reimbursements Homestead, Non-Business Credit, 

Owner Occupied Credit for General and Road & 

Bridge Funds 

9/19/2025 $272.86  93-2025 State of Ohio Reimbursement for Homestead Credit for Fire Fund 

9/19/2025 $10,576.38  90-2025 Morrow Co. Auditor September Excise Gas Tax 

9/19/2025 $2,817.41  90-2025 Morrow Co. Auditor September cents per gallon gas tax 

9/22/2025 $707.97  91-2025 Morrow Co. Auditor September License Tax - State 

9/22/2025 $436.50  91-2025 Morrow Co. Auditor September License Tax - County 

9/30/2025 $1,153.37  94-2025 STAR Ohio September Income Dividend Reinvestment Interest 

9/30/2025 $114.87  95-2025 Park National September ICS Interest 

TOTAL: $21,831.50        

 

September 2025 Payments: 

Date: Amount: Voucher/Warrant: To: For: 

9/3/2025 $1,024.63  85-2025 OPERS August 2025 Payroll 

9/3/2025 $46.97  86-2025 Ohio Edison Denmark Street Lights 

9/3/2025 $35.22  86-2025 Ohio Edison Climax Street Lights 

9/3/2025 $618.00  87-2025 Treasurer of State 4th Quarter 2025 UAN Fees 

9/9/2025 $384.48  4390 
Smart Way 

Communications, LLC 
1 year internet service 

9/9/2025 $1,629.00  4391 Shaw Creek Propane Pre-buy 1,000 gallon propane @1.629 gallon  

9/9/2025 $800.00  4392 Belstra & Company Final payment 2023/2024 Audit 

9/9/2025 $1,428.57  4393 Zach Faust September 2025 Mowing Contract 

9/9/2025 $8.42  4394 Jill Retterer 
Reimbursement for Mailing Labels from 

Board of Elections 

9/9/2025 $39.98  4395 Tyler Levering 
Reimbursement for Herbicide from  

Rural King 

9/9/2025 $442.46  4396 John Bayles August Health Ins. Reimbursement 

9/9/2025 $417.38  4397 Matthew Carwell August Health Ins. Reimbursement 

9/9/2025 $301.48  4398 Tyler Levering August Health Ins. Reimbursement 

9/9/2025 $413.50  4399 Jill Retterer August Health Ins. Reimbursement 

9/11/2025 $94.92  88-2025 Ohio Edison Township Hall Electric 

9/16/2025 $14.00  89-2025 Delco Water Township Hall Water 

9/30/2025 $814.54  4400 John Bayles September Payroll 

9/30/2025 $811.64  4401 Matthew Carwell September Payroll 

9/30/2025 $816.81  4402 Tyler Levering September Payroll 

9/30/2025 $931.83  4403 Jill Retterer September Payroll 

TOTAL: $11,073.83        

 

Bank Balance September 30, 2025 

Park National Checking Balance: $84,624.44  

Park National  MM Balance: $58,379.25  

STAR Ohio $320,399.83  

TOTAL: $463,403.52  

 


